CHAPTER II
THE DIVISION INTO SECTS

Contains an explanation of the manner in which the
Umrnat differed, together with an enumeration of the num-
ber of its 73 sects.

At the death of the prophet, the Moslems followed one
path in the fundamental principles of religion and its de-
duced corollaries, except in the case o<f those who agreed in
public but in private were hypocrites. The first disagree-
ment came when the people disagreed over the death of the
prophet. Some among them asserted that he had not died,
and that Allah had only wished to raise him to himself as
he had raised "Isa ibn-Maryani to himself. This difference
ceased, and all were agreed upon his death, when abu-Bakr
al-Siddik brought to them the words of Allah to* his
Prophet: u Verily thou shalt die, and they shall die." He
said to them: u Whoever worshipped Muhammad, verily
Muhammad is dead; whoever worshipped the Lord of Mu-
hammad, lo verily he is living and dieth not." Then they
differed over the Prophet's place of burial, the people of
Mecca wishing the body to be taken to Mecca because that
was his birthplace, the place of his calling, the place to
which he turned in prayer, the place of his family, and
there is the grave oi his ancestor Ishmael; while the people
of al-Madmah wished him to be buried in that city because
that was the home of his flight and the home of his Helpers.
Others desired the body to be taken to the Holy Land
and be buried in Jerusalem by the grave of his ancestor,
Abraham the beloved. This difference, however, ceased
when abu-Bakr al~Siddik related to them on the authority
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